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ACCOUNT 


Of the GROWTH of 


KNAVERY, 


UNDER 


The Pretended FEARS 


OF 


ARBITRARY GOVERNMENT, 
AND 


POPER Y, 


dag 47, O give you my Opimion 
DENY "a of thc woLibch 
<> that you ſcnt mc, mc- 
| thinks the Deſign of 
them lics too open to 
| do much Miſchict; for 
I ncver ſaw ſobarc-tac'd 
an Araignment of the Government, and 
all the Parts of it: King, Lords, Commons, 
Judges, Miniſters of State, they arcall of 
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them made Conſpirators ; againſt the So- 
vcreign Mulatnde, frtodrs and when 
the Libeller has done with the Body of the 
Commons, he gives you a Defamatory Liſt 
of betwixt two and three hundred of their 
Members, provoking and abuling all So- 
ber Intereſts; Infomuch, that he has let 
himſelf nothing to truſt ro, but the con- 
templation of a General Tumult; whuch: 1s 
the very Point he drives at in his Appeal 
to the Rabble. 

The Man, I confec(s, 1s a great Maſter 
of Words; but .then his Talent 1s that 
which the Lord St. Albans calls Matter of 
Wonder without Worthineſs ; being rather 
the Supplencſs and Addreſs of aTumblcr, 
than the Forcc and Vigor of a Man of Bu- 
fincſs. And you cannot but obſerve too, 
that his Excurſions, many of them, are 
unmannerly and Vulgar, and fittcr for 
the Stage of a Merry-Andrew, or a Jack- 
Pudding, than tor a Paper of Srare. 

You would have me gueſs at the Au- 
. thor; and you might as well bid metell 
you the right Father of a Child by a com- 
mon Strumpet : But I chink. I. may, call 
hum Legion, tor they are MAN7; and 
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there's a-Club to his Pen, as well as to hus 
Pocket. This I dare afſure you; thatche 
Author of A Letter from 'a Parliament- 
man to his Friend in the Country, concerning 
the Proceedings of the Houſe of Commons,&c, 
in 75. 1s very particularly acquainted with 
the Author of An Accompt of the Growth 
of Popery, and Arbitrary Government, Oc. 
and the Seaſonable Argument, Gc. that tol- 
low'd it, in 77. 

The Pretence of the former Pamphlct 
15cxhibircd in the Title of 1t: wiz. An Ac- 
count of the Growth of Popery, and Arbitrary 
Government in England : And more par- 
ticularly trom November 1675, to July 
1677. Upon theſe Nineteen Months thc 
Compoſer has beltow'd y_ Nineteen 
Sheets of Paper, and laid himfclt out moſt 
wondertully in his Politicks and Conceats, 
tor the better Grace and Reliſh of the 
Diſcourſe: But the Malignity of it is ſo 
rank, that therc's ſcarce a Page where the 
Poyſon has not caten quite thorough the 
Vernih, and diſcover'd the Spring and 
Malice of the Deſign. View itnarrowly, 
and you ſhall find the Pique ro be as well 
Perſonal as Scditious, and the Work onlp 
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of ſome Mercenary Pen to ſerve his prin- 
cipall's Amimoſity,as well as his Ambition. 
For a Man may (ce with halt an Eye, how 
he aggravates, Or extenuates ; diſparages, 
or commends, refiefts upon, or paſſes over, 
as well Aions, as Men, according to the 
various Aſpects of Afeftions or Parties ; 
and without any regard to the Pulſe or 
Truth of Pubhck Proceedings. By his 
Vein of improving the Invective Hu- 
mour, 1t looks 1n ſome places as 1t he 
were 7 ranſprofing the Firſt Painter ; only 
he has chang d his Battcry , wich is a 
Property peculiar to his Party, conſtant- 
ly to hate thoſc that arc uppermoſt. 

I was once a thinking to write a Juſt 
Reply upon the whole Relation, and to 
lay opcn the falſhood of many Paſlages 
in 1t in matter of Fact ; the Partiality of 
it in others ; how perycrted, and miſap- 
ply'd it is throughout ; and to ſhew what 
Gapps, and Maimcs thc Compiler of it 
has |ctt in the Story, purpoſcly to diycrt 
the Reader trom minding the Coherence 
of Actions, and the reaſonable Congruity 
ot Counſcls, and Aﬀairs: What un- 
haritable and illogical Interences he has 
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drawn trom mattcrs as remote as 7ez- 
terden Stceple from being the cauſe of 
Goodwin Sands. This was the Mcthod I 
had propounded to my felt ; but upon fc- 
cond Thoughts I quitted 1t, for theſe 
Reaſons. Hrit, It would have been too 
eedious; for I muſt in Honeſty have print- 
ed the Libel as well as the Reply , which 
in Proportion would have amountecl to 
ncar forty Sheets of Paper. Secondly, 
It would have bcen ſuperfluous ; tor part 
of my Buſineſs being the Vindication of 
Truth from Calumny : I find the thing 
already done to my Hand, in the com- 
mon Scntcnce 1s that paſs'd upon it for a 
lew'd and ſhameleſs Impoſture. And 
Thirdly, The Author himſelf, you ce, 
has upon better conſideration reduc'd 
his Pamphlet of 1 9 Sheets,into another of 
Three, as a more compendious Expoſitt- 
on of his Mcaning : I ſpeak of that Libel 
which you ſent me, under the Name of 
AS cſenat Argument to perſwade. all the 
Grand Juries in England to petition for a 
New Parliament ; or a Lift of the Principal 
Labourers in the great Deſign of Popery, 
and Arbitrary Power &c. So that my Task 
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i5-only.to make good in my Diſcourſe 
the Parallel that I promis'd you in my 
Title, and then to paſs ſome Remarks up- 
on the Scope, and Venome of the Pam- 
phlers'themſclves. 

Now to the end that you may not take 
the Libels here in queſtion for 0riginals, 
Ict mc aſſure you that theſe Notable Pic- 
ccs arc neither better, nor worſe, than the 
OldDeclarations of 40,and 41 only Turr'd, 
and New trimm'd; The Contrivance, thc 
Poſitions, and the Drift the very ſame ; 
and upon the whole Martter, there 1s {© 
ncar a reſemblance betwixt them, . that 
one Egg 1s not hiker another. It you 
| would have a full Hiſtory of the Faction, 
you may rcad it at large in Bancroft's Dan- 
gerous Poſitions, or Heylins AERIUS 
REDIVIVUS. But my Purpolc 1s 
principally to compare the Project of 77. 
with that of 40 and 41. and by tracing 
the Foot-ſteps of that Rebcllion, trom the 
Undeniablc Fact of things paſs'd, to ga- 
ther ſome probable conyzecture at things 
ro COMC. 


To 
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To begin my Parallel with the Alarm 
of Popery, and Arbitrary Government 1n 
1677, take notice thatit was likewiſe the * 
Prerext and the very Foundartiqn of the 
Rebellion in 41. A Malignant and Perni- 
cious Deſign hays the Remonſ/trance of De- 
cember 15. 1641.) of ſubverting the funda- 
mental Laws , and Principles of Govern- 
ment, upon mhich the Religion, and Juſtice 
of this Kingdom is firmly eftabliſh'd. Hul- 
band's Colleions, p. 4: and in the ſame 
Page he tclls us of Such Counſellers and 
Courtiers, as for Private Ends have en- 
gag'd themſelves to further the Intereſt of 
Some Foreign Princes or States, to the Pre- 
Jjudice of His Majeſty and the State at 
bome. Which Counſellers, and Caurtiers 
of thoſe days, arc now tranſlated into 
French Penſioners and Conſpirators 1n 1677. 
But if you would fce the Retormers in 
their Colours, read the Declaration, and 
Proteſtation of the Lords and Commons in 
Parliament ( as they ſtile 1t ) ro rhe King- 
dom, and to the Whole World : where, bc- 
ſide the Horrid Invocation of Almughty 
God ro Countcnance the Jupgle,: the 


whole ſtrcls of the Quareel 15 laid upon 
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the Kings bemg Popiſbly Inclin'd ; and 
the War founded wpon that Exccrable 
Cheat. 7he Kings Counſels, and Reſolutions 
( Say they ) are ſo engag'd to the Popiſb 
Party, for the Suppreſhon and Ext*rpation 
of the true Religion, that all hopes of Peace 
and Proteflion are excluded ; and that it is 
fully intended to give Satisfattion to the 
Papiſts, by Alteration of Religion Gc. And 
a little further they ſay that zhe King en- 
deavour d to keep off all Fealouſres and Su- 
ſpicions, by many fearful Oaths and Impreca- 
tions of maintaining the Proteſtant Religion. 
But what were all their Stories of Popi/h 
Plots, Intercepted Letters, Dark Conſpira- 
ctes, bur only Artifices to gull the Credu- 
lous and Silly Vulgar? For the King was 
{o far from bcing Popiſbly affeed, that 
never -any Prince purg'd himſclt of an 
Imputation, by Two more Crediblc and 
Prcadful Solemnities: The Firit, Pub- 
hckly upon the Sacrament in Chriſt- 
Church Oxon. 1643; and afterward, at his 
Death apon the Scaffold, Now fcc the 
 Harthony betwixt 7 hoſe Remonſtrants, and 
Owr Libeller in his Growth of Popery. There 
has now-for Diverſe Tears, ſays he, a De- 
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ſign been carry d on to change the Lawful 
Government of England into an Abſolute 
Tyranny, and to convert the eftabliſh d Pro- 
eeſtant Religion into down-right Popery. 
P. 3. He begins in the Method of rhe Re- 
monſtrants with a General Charge upon 11! 
Miniſters, and he ſhall Advance with them 
ro0, next ſtep, to an Artaque upon the 
King Himſelf. And nor a Pin matter 
what 1s ſaid on cither fide to the Con- 
trary. | 
i. is true, ( ſays the Growth of Popery p. 

155) that by his Majeſty and the Churches 
Care, under God's ſpecial Providence, the 
Conſpiracy has receiv d frequent Diſappoint- 
ments, &c. And do notthc Remonſtrants 
on the othcr ſide fay as much tor the 
Latc King? That His Majeſty indeed hal 
paſt more Bills to the Advantage of the Sub- 
je, than had been in many Ages, pag. 16. 
3ur how comes our Libeller to be ſo kind 
to the Church all on a ſodain? From 
whoſe Pcn there never fell any thing yer 
but peyſon upon that Subject. Can any 
thing be kinder than the Remonſtrants 
were to this Late King ( pag, 2.) where 
they promiſcd to Support His Royal Eh; 
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with Honour, and Plenty at Home, with 
Power, and Reputation Abroad: and by 
their Loyal Afﬀections, Obedience, and Ser- 
vice, to lay a ſure and laſting Foundation 
of the Greatneſs and Proſperity of His Ma- 
jeſty and bis Royal Poſterity after him. Burt 
what do you think rather of the pretend- 
cd Loyalry of theſe People afterwards, 
cven in the ſtatc of an Actual Rebcllion ? 
p. 663. IWe the Lords and Commons in this 
preſent Parliament aſſembled, do in the pre- 
fence of Almighty God, for the SatisfaCtion 
of our Conſciences, and the Diſcharge of 
that great Truſt which lyes upon us, make 
this Protcſtation and Declaration to this 
Kingdom ard Nation, and to the Whole 
World,zhat no private Paſſton,or Reſpect,no 
evil Intention to his Majeſty's Perſon, no De- 
ſign to the prejudice of his Juſt Honour, and 
Authoriry, engag'd us to raiſe Forces, an1 
take up Arms avainſl the Authors of this 
IWar, wherewith the Kingdom is now enfiam d. 
And docs not our Libeller tollow thc Re- 
monſtrants in their Hypocriſy too? T his 
Book, (fays he, p. 156.) rhough of an extra- 
ordinary Nature, as the Caſe requir d, and 
bowever it may be calumntate1 by interreſſed 
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Perſons, was written with no other Intent, 
than of meer Fidelity, and Service to his 
Majeſty ; and God forbid that it ſhould have 
any other Effet than that the mouth of all 
Iniquity, and Flatterers may be flopp'd, and 
that his Majeſty having diſcerned the Diſ- 
eaſe, may with his bealing Touch apply the 
Remedy: For ſo far is the Relator bimfelf 
from any ſiniſter Surmize againſt bis Ma- 
jeſty, or from ſuggeſting it 10 others, Gc. 
The Pamphler, I conteſs, is, as he calls 
it, A Book of an Extraordinary Nature ; 
E but why docs he ſay, As the Caſe reguir d? 
Where's the Importance of it? unleſs he 
means, that it was the very Nick of Time 
tor him to embroyl che Nation: And for 
the Intereſſed Perſons, who (he ſays) may 
Calumniate it; they arc only the King and 
His Miniſters, who arc all of them the 
ſubjcet of is Scoptical and Malevolent Sa- 
Tyre. Ot thus Intent, we ſhall {pcak hcre- 
after. Y 
This 15 not the frſt time that we have 

hcard of Words ſmoother than Oyl, which 

yet are very Swords. It 1s the very Snilc 

that brought thc Late King to the Block 

and the Saviour of the World was be- 
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tray'd by -a Hail Maſter, and a Kiſs. It 
is the very Crown of the Parallel berwixt 
, and 41. Now to proceed : What 
Fwas the 01d Remenſtrance, but a Spiectul 
and Invxhous Miſrepreſcnration of the 
Statc of the Kingdom, under the Notion 
of Declaring Common Gricvanccs? (For 
His Maj eſty's Healing ; Touch too nodoubt) 
and is not That alſo the very Aim, and 
Protcflion of thcſc rwo Libcls? Whar 15 
the Publication of Tins ſame Scandalous 
Liſt,but che Old Trick over again,ot Po/t- 
ing thoſe Mcmoers for Stra fordians, that 
W ould not conſent to the Death of the 
Earl ol Strafor. {te Ain (a 1 iS HOT their 7 i 2m M 
pcring Of thc Grand ferie 5 to Pcation tor 
qi New Parliament, Linc Old Vi FACTICC IC- 
viv'd of drawing an dfollciting 7 Peritions 
again{t Gricvat ICCS Ol thor own frami ng ; 
and INCNAA15 Ting Aﬀtairs Of STatc DY " 4h 
mults? Would not our Re: nonſlratour of 
77, rather than his Liic, be ac the Ol, 
Spore again, with a Ken: = ot Brutcs ac 
Is Heels, mn fuil Cry, with No Bijhops, No 
PopiibLords,N p, [ vill OUN; Cllowrs {NC ofeort MW 
Members, No Por FOI'S Lode; hy t Lalt, 
No King too, which was,the very Fact 
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in Conſcquence upon this Method, 

So ſoon as the Remon/trants (thoſe Sons 
of Cham) had laid open their Father's na- 
kedneſs, with a Malicious Aggravation of 
all Errours and Misfortuncs,  % ide Fal- 
ſhoods innumerablc) to Irritate the Mul- 
ticude againſt their Superiours ; their next 
Art was to draw that Party to themſelves, 
whichthey had nowderached fromtheGo- 
vernment ; with an 0b ! that we were made 
Fulges in Iſrael! Boaſting what wonderful 
things they had then upon the Anvil for: 
the PublickGood;zand nor forgerring to ar- 
rogatc all thoſc Acts ro themſclves, which 
his Majeſty had paſs'd of his proper Grace 
and Bounty. Orher things (ſay they,p.15.) 
of main Importance for the Good ” this 
Kingdom,are in Propoſition ; as the Eſtabliſh- 
ing and Ordering the King's Revenues,that 
fo rhe Abuſe of Officers, and Superſfluity of 
Expences may be cut off , and the neceſſary 
Disburſements for his Majeſty's Honour, the 
Defence an4 Government of the KKmgdom, 
may be more certainly provided for : the Re-- 
gulating of Courts /4 Juſtice, and Abridg- 
in; both the Delays and Charges of Law- 
Suits, Gc. Scc now it our Reformer of 77, 
dOCs, 
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docs not fiſh with the very ſame Bait. 7he 
Houſe of Commons (ſays he, p.63.) took up 
aoain ſuch Publick Bills as they had on foot 
in their former ſitting,and others that might 
either remedy preſent, or prevent future 
Miſchief: As the Bill for Habcas Corpus ; 
That againſt ſending Men priſoners beyond 
Seas; I hat againſt Raiſing of Mony without 
the Conſent of Partamcnt; That againſt 
Papilts farting in either Houſe, &c. The 
Libds in finc of 77, arc ſo cxact a Coun- 
eerpart of the orhers of 41, that ewo Tal- 
lies do not ſtrike trucr: And undoubtedly 
ſuch a Correſpondence in Mcthod , can- 
not be without ſomc Conformuty alſo of 
Dcſign. | 

There nceds no other Argument to 
prove the Late Rebellion to have becn ori- 
ginally a Conſpiracy againſt rhe Govern- 
ment, than = Proportion that appcars 
berwixt the Mcans, and the End ; and the 
orderly Connexion of Proper Cauſcs and 
Regular Effects. For it was a Pericct 
Tram of Artihice, Hypocrific and Impo- 
{turc, from one cnd of it to the other, 
The Contederacy was form'd in a Cabal 
of Scorch and Engliſh Presbyterians ; as ap- 
ars 
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rs not only trom their Correſpondent 
brattices in both Nations; but from his 
lace Majcitics Charge againſt the Five 
Members; and bkews c from the Care that 
was taken upon his Majcſtics Reftaura- 
tion to date the Engliſh A of Indemnity 
from the beginning of the Scotch Tumults 
( Jan. 1. 1637.) whicly was three Years 
betorc the Mecting ot the Long Par- 
lament in November 1640. The two 
Miniſters that ſtood in the Gap berwixr 
te Conſpiracy , and the Government, 
(and who were only cut off, as appcar'd 
by the Sequel, ro cha the paſſage to the 
King himſclt ) were the Earl of Srrafford, 
and Archbiſhop Laud: So that their Firſt 
Attaque was upon the Earl, and ther next 
upon the Archbiſhop, under the Noribn of 
Evil Counſellors; and upon the Common 
C barge of Popery,and A, | as y Proceeding, 
ther Impcachments were carry'd on by 
[umults, and thelc Brave Men were rather 
baited to Death by Beatts, than Scntcnc'd 
with any Colour of Law, or Juſtice: And 
as they hiv'd, fo they dy'd, the Reſolute 
Aſlertors of the FEneliſh Monarchy and Re- 
ligion: The Earl ot Strafford in May 41; 

, 
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But the Archbi/5op was kept langutſhing 
in the 7ower, till Fan. 44. And their Crime 
was not in Truth, their being Men of 
Arbitrary Principles Themſelves, but for 
being the ny of thoſe Principles in 
Others. 

As the Remonſtrants 1n 41, for want of 
Papiſts, in Praflice, and Profeſſion, darc&t- 
ed thcir Spleen againſt the Kings Miniſters, 
only as Perſons Popiſbly affefied, ( which 
in time came to be moſt Injuriouſly ap- 

lyd to lus Majeſty, and his whole Party) 
Fun {o does our Libeller in 1677. Were 
theſeConſpirators(ſays he)but avow'd Papitts, 
they were the more Honeſt, the leſs Dange- 
rous, and their Religion were Anſwerable for 
the Errours they might commit in Order to 
promote it ; But theſe are Men (ſays hc, in 
the next pag.)Vbliged by all the moſt Sacred 
Ties of Malice and Ambition, .to advance 
the ruine of the King and Kingdom ; and 
qualify d much better than Others, under the 
Name of Good Proteſtants, to effect zt. 
As who ſhould fay; Popery ts to be brought 
in by ſome that paſs for Good Proteſtants. 
(As Rebellion and 7yranrny were brought 
In by the Remonſlrants , under the Pro- 
tc(l1on 
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teflion of Loyalty and Duty to thair Coun- 
try.) A very Compendious way of mak- 
ing every Man, that will not be a 7raytor, 
a Papiſt. For who can ſay what any Man 
1s, or What he is nor, in his Heart ? 
From his Majcſty's Yiclding in the Bu- 
ſincls of the Farl of Strafford, the Faction 
rook their Meaſures how to deal with him 
in Other Caſes ; and never ctr, till by gra- 
dual Encroachments, and nn $4 
they Firſt ftript him of his Friends; Sc- 
condly, of his Royal Authority; Thurdly, 
of his Revenue ; and Laſtly, of his Life. 
Whereas, had bur this Pious and Unfortu- 
natcKing follow'd the Advice of his Royal 
Father to Prince Henry, he might upon 
cheaper Terms have preſerv'd himſclt, and 
his Three Kingdoms.7 ake heed, (faysKin 
Tames ) to ſuch Puritans; very Peſts in the 
Church, and Common-weal, whom no Deſerts 
can Oblige; neither Oaths, or Promiſes 
Bind. Br eating nothing but Sedition, and 
Calumnies, and making their own Imagina- 
tions ( without any warrant of the Word ) 
the ſquare of their Conſcience. I proteſt be- 
fore the Great God, (and ſince I am here as 


upon my Teſtament , it is no place for me to 
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ly in”) that ye ſhall never find with any High- 
lands or Border-Thicves, greater Ingrati- 
tude, and more Lyes , and wile Perquries 
than with theſe Phanartick Spirits. FX. James 
Iis Works, p.305, and 160. 

Upon the Ripping up of Publick Grie- 
wances, 1t was but matter Ot Courſc to 
follow their Complaints with Petitions 
tor Redreſs ; and the Good King, on the 
othcr hand, to heap Coals of Fire upon their 
Heads, deny'd them nothing : But the 
Two Firſt Bills that his Majcity paſs'd, 
were Fatal ro him : That tor the Arrainder 
of thc Earl ot Srrafſord, and the other tor 
the Continuance of the Parliament. They 
complain'd of the Star-Chamber ; High- 
Commiſſion Court ; Ship-Moneys ; Forreſt- 
Laws; Stannary-Courts; Tonnage, and 
Poundage, &c. and had cycry Point tor 
the Asking: Nay, and as an inſtance of 
his good Faith and Mcaning, his Ma- 
jcity rook ſome ot their Principalls cven 
into his very Council. But ſo ſoon as 
he had parted with fo much, as almoſt 
pur 1t into their Power to Take the Reit, 
they began then to think of Setting up tor 
themſclvcs({cc hisMajeſtics Declaration of 
; - j 
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Auguſt 12. 1642.) and nothing but 'a 
thorough Reformation they ſaid would ever 
do the Work, Now fcc the Gradation. 
Firſt, The Pcople muſt be Alarm'd with 
the Noiſc of 7 yranny, and Popery; and 
the Evil Counſellors muſt be Remov'd, 
that arc Said, not Prov'd, to (ſtand that 
way inclin'd. His Majeſty muſt be humbly 
Petition'd by Both Houſes to Employ ſuch 
Counſellors, Ambaſſadours, and other Mi- 
niſters, in managing his Buſineſs at Home, 
and Abroad, as the Parliament may have 
Cauſe to confide in, Ge. Nay, It may often 
fall our, they ſay, that the Commons may 
have juſt Cauſe to take Exceptions at ſome 
Men for being Counſellors, and yet not charge 
thoſe Men with Crimes ; for there be grounds 
of Difſidence, which lie not in Proof; there 
are Others which though the y may be prov d, 
yet are not legally Criminal, to be a nown 
Fawourer of Papiſts, or to have been very 
Forward in defending or Countenancing ſome 
great Offenders queſtioned in Parliament &c. 
So that art firſt Daſh all the King's Officers 
arc but 7enants at the Willot the Fation. 
The next Step 1s, To fill che Places of 
thoſc whom they caſt out, with Mi- 

: ni/ters 
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niſters, and Officers of their Own Chuſing ; 
as well Privy Counſellors, as Judges. As 
in the 19 Propoſitions of Fan. 2. 424 where- 
in they demand, 7he 7ranslation of the 
Power of Chuſing Great Officers, and Mi- 
niſters of State, from the King to the Two 
Houſes. Secondly, All matters of State 
in the Interval of Parliaments to be debated, 
and concluded by a Council ſo choſen, and in 
Number not above 25, nor under 15; and no 
Publick A efteem'd of any validity, as pro- 
ceeding from the Royal Authority,unleſs it be 
done by the Advice and Conſent of the Ma- 


jor Part of that Council; atteſted under 


their Hands, and theſe alſo ſworn to the 
Sence of Both Houſes. Thirdly, The Lords, 
and Commons muſt be intruſted with the 
Militia. Fourthlvy, His Majeſty may ap- 
point, but the Two Howſes , or the Council 
(in ſuch manner as afore-ſaid) muſt approve 
of all Governours of Forts and Caſtles. 
Laſtly, No Peers hereafter made, muſt fit, 
or vote in Parliament gnleſs admitted there- 
unto by the Conſent of Both Houſes. 

By this time the Plot 15 ripe tor a Re- 
bellion ; they Levy War, Impoſe Oaths, Seize 
the Revenues of the Church and Crown 
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Kill, Plunder, and Empriſon their Fellow- 
Subjefs ; Depoſe and Murther their Sove- 
reign , undcr a Form of Publick Juſtice ; 
by theſe Mcans advancing themſclves in- 
to That Arbitrary Power which they prc- 
tended to Fear ; Over-turning the Govern- 
ment, under the Colour of a Zeal eo Sup- 
port 1t: and inſtead of ferting us Right in 
our Religious and Civil Libernes, they left 
us neither Church, nor Law, nor King, nor 
Parliament, nor Properties, nor Freedoms. 
Behold the Blefled Retormation ; and Re- 
member that the Outcries againſt 7y- 
ranny, Popery, and Evil-Counſellors, were 
the Foundation of it. What was their Co- 
venant, but a Blind to their Deſigns? A 
Popular Sacrament of Religious Diſobedi- 
ence; and only a Mark of Diſcrimination 
who were againſt the King, and who for 
him? Nay, in the very Contemplation 
of their Purpoſe, they knew betorc-hand, 
That there was no gaming of ther Point, 
but by Rapine, Sacrilege, Perjar y, Treaſon, 
and Bloud. 

Attcr theſe Notorious Violations of 
Faith, Honour, Humanity, and Religion ; 
to the Common deſtruction of Prince, 
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Government, and People, and All upon 
the ſame Bottom with our Latc Libcls; 
whatican this Underminer of Parlia- 
ments, What can our Geneva-Faux find 
to ſay for Iimſclt > Is not Mercury as 
good Poyſon in 77, as it was iIn-41? Do 
we-not ſtrike Fire the fame way Now, 
that we did 7 hen? And may not a Spark 
in the Gum-Room do as much Miſchict 
This Tear, as ie did: 7 hirty, or Forty Tears 
ago? Are notthe People as much 7inder 
now.,as they were Formerly ? and as apt to 
take IIl Impreſſions? What if the hs 
Method ſhould work the ſame Contuli- 
on-over again? or 1n Truth, what 1s there 
cl{c to be- expected * For rhe ſame Cauſe, 
ating at Liberty, muſt eternally produce the 
ſame Effet, There's no Chance-medley, 
or Miſadventure 1n the Caſe; but the 
Thing 1s maniteltly done with Prepenſe 
Malice, and on fer Purpoſe, to cmbroy] 
the State: As upon Examination of thc 
Mattcr will undcmably appear. 


You cannot but take Norice, That thc 
Author of 7he Growth 'of Popery , docs 
upon the Main, principally labour theſc 
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Two things. Firſt, To infinuate that 
the King 1s 1n ſome Cafes Accomptable to 
bis People, ( of which hercaftcr.) And Sc- 
condly,- To provoke the People, by ſug- 
geſting that their Souls, their Liber- 
ties arc at ſtake, ro make uſe of that Power. 
From the former Propoſition he pales 
into a Florid and Elaborate Declamation 
againſt Popery; and when he has wrought 
up the Figure to a height, to make it 
Terrible and Odious, his next Buſineſs 1s 
co tell the People, that This Gobling 15 
coming in among them, and to potleſs 
the Multicude with the Apprchenſ1on of 
a Form'd Confpiracy againſt our Reli- 
gion and Government : And this too, un- 
der the Countenance of an Hiſtorical De- 
duftion of Affairs ; but with the Faith of a 
Feſuitical Legend; wherein all the Kings 
Miniſters arc in General Terms branded 
tor Conſpirators. 

His Hand being now in, he 1s reſolv'd 
ro go thoruugh-ſtitch, and nothing ſcapes 


him that falls in his way: He makes the 


| Houſe of Lords (p. 72.) to be Felon of it 


felf; and (p.82.) Non Compos ; Arraignin 
their Proceedings in ſcvcral Caſcs wit 
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Boldncſs and Contempt. Bur he makes 
a great dcal bolder yet with the Houſe of 
Commons; hc divides them into Three 
Parts. It is too notorious to be conceal'd 
(ſays hc,"p..73.) that near a Third part of 
the Houlc, * Beneficial Offices under 
bis Majefty in the Privy Council, the Army, 
the Navy, the Law, the Houſhold, the Re- 
venue both in England, and Ircland, or in 
Attendance upon his Majeſties Perſon. U 

on this Exception, he expounds himſelf 
that '7is to be fear'd, their Gratitude to 
their Maſter, with their own Intereſt, may 
tempt them beyond their Obligation to the 
Publick. What can be morc Audacious 
than this Charge upon King, Lords, and 
Commons, 1n the Face of a Sitting Parlia- 
ment? He ſays that It is too Notorious to 
be conceal'd, &c. And where's the Crime, 
or the Shame, I beſeech you, tor an Ofh- 
ccr of the Kings, to be a Member of the 
Houſe of Commons? As 1t he that has an 
Othce, and he that has none, had not Both 
of them the ſarac Maſter ; or that a Man 
might not as well be a Knave without 
an Okice, as with it. This was the Com- 
plant alſo of 41, againit Officers, nill the 
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Complainants had gotten thoſe Offices 
themſelves, and then all was quiet. This is 
only a flyer way of declaring the King's 
Servants Enenucs to the Kingdom, and 
Erccting an Oppoſition berwixt theCom- 
mon,and Inſcparable Intereſts of hisMajc- 
ſty, and his Subjects. Beſide that, che ſame 
Reaſon would reach ro the Excluding of 
the King's Scrvants from any other Truſt 
in the Goverment as well as trom That of 
aMember in thc Houſe of Commons; and 
Is Majcſties Favour ſhould at that rate 
Incapacitate any Man tor PublickBuſineſs. 
It the Libeller had open'd his mourh a lit- 
tle wider, he would have told us in Plain 
Engliſh, that there are three, or tour of 
01rer's Old Servants out of Ofhce, and 
that the King 1s ſtrangely over-ſecn to 
beſtow Iis Boons upon a Company - of 
Fellows that never had any hand in the 
bringing of him to the Crown, by the 
Murcher of his Father, as they did. Bur 
yet he 15 content upan ſome Terms, that 
they may be adnurtecd, provided rhat they 
do not croud into the Houſe in numbers be- 
yond Modeſty, (pag.74) which may fccnm 
to be ſome amends tor the Raſcalls he 
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made of them the very Page betore,. Szp- 

poſe (ſays he) rhat rhe Queſtion concerning 
this Prorogation, were by the Cuſtom of Par- 
liaments ro be juſtify d,( which hath not been 
done hitherto) yet who. that deſires to main- 
tain the Reputation of an Honeſt Man, 
would not have laid bold upon ſo plauſible 
an Occaſion, to break Company, when it was 
grown ſo ſcandalous ? And then he aſligns 
the matter of Scandal. For it is too noto- | 
rious (ſays he) to be conceal'd, that near a 
Third Part of the Houſe have Beneficial Offi- | 
ces under his Majeſty, &c. Here's a great 
dcal of Buſineſs done in one Pcriod. 
Firſt, He pronounces this Parliament void, 
and andy all chcir Procecdings ro 
be Nullitics. Secondly; He will not al- 
low any Man to be Honeſt, that right or 
wrong would not improve the Opportu- 
nity of Breaking This Parliament. 7 hirdly, 
He makes the Houſe of Commons to bc 
ſcandalous Company , and ſcandalous for 
baving Beneficial Offices under his Majeſty. 
The firſt time that ever I hcard the King's 
Bounty was a Scandal to any Man. Bur 
to my Point. 
And yet (ſays hc, p. 77.) Theſe Gentle- 
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men being full , and already in Employ- 
ment, are more good Natur d, and leſs dan- 
gerous to the Pulick. than thoſe that are 
Hungry, and out of Office, who may by pro- 
bable Computation make another Thurd 
Part of this Houſe of Commons. And 
a while after, 7 hey are all of them, he ſays, 
to be bought, and ſold. And when he gocs 
on; (p. 78.) There 4s a Third Part ail re- 
maung, but as contrary in themſelves, -as 
Light and Darkneſs. Theſe are either the 
Worſt, or the Beſt of Men , The firſt are moſt 
profligate Perſons, &c. Concludi ng (p.79.) 
That zt is leſs difficult to conceive how Fire 
was firſt brought to Light in the World, than 
bow any thingGood could ever be produc d out 
of a Houſe of Commons ſo Conſlituted. And 
(p. 149.) he calls them this Houſe,or BARN 
of Commons; treating the Members ac- 
cordingly. 7 hey liſt themſelves(ſays hc)inro 
ſome Court Faftion, and it is as well known 
amone them to what Lord each of them re- 
tain, as when formerly they wore Coats and 
Badges. 

And hc has not done with them yer 
neither; tor nothing will do his Jobb,but 
a Final Diflolution ; Conſidering (lays he, 
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p. $1.) how doubtful a Foot this long Parlia- 
ment now ſtood upon by this long Prorogation, 
there could not have been a more Legal, or 
however, no more Wile, and Honelit a thing 
done, than for Both the Lords and Com- 
mons to have Separated Themlſclves, @©c. 
I could wiſh that he had not appcal'd trom 
the Legality of the thing, to the Wiſdom, 
and Honeſty of it : But howcyer Legal, 
or not Legal, the thing 1s to be done: 
For he knows very well that ſo long as 
this Houſc of Commons continucs in Bc- 
ing, Rebellion can never twrn up Trump 
again. But it was otherwiſe order” d,he ſays, 
and ſo he bctakes himſclt ro an Expcri- 
ment ot Tampecring all the Grand Juries 
in England, to Petition for a New Parlia- 
ment, upon the Credit ot his Story con- 
cerning the Corruptions of this. Wherein 
by the Foul Reflexions he has paſt upon 
many Perfons ot Known, and Eminent 
Example, tor Picty, Integrity, and Mo- 
dcration, he has utterly diſappointed the 
Malice ot his Scandal upon 1 28 Reſt, It 
was well cnough faid, mcthought, by a 
Worthy Member of the Houſe of Com- 
moans; Do not you ſee, ſays he, how they 
if < 
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have Libell'd me in that damn'd Liſt of the 
Parliament-men* One told him that he 
was miſtaken, for his Name was not in't. 
IVhy, that's the Buſmeſs, ſays he, for 'tis 
only a Libel upon thoſe that are left out. Nay, 
rather than tail, he docs as good as Ad- 
viſe a downright Inſurrc&tion, ( 1n theſe 
Words, p. 15s.) 1t is now come to the fourth 
At (ſays he) and the next Scene that opens, 
may be Rome, or Paris, ( by the Plor, it 
ſhould be rather Geneva, or Edinburgh) 
yet Men fit by, like Idle Spefators, - and 
ſtill give mony toward their own Tragedy. 
And why docs he blame them for Srring 
by? And like Idle SPECTATORS? 
unleſs he would have them enter into 7:- 
mult,and Aftion. A very tair Encourage- 
ment to make Men beſtirthemſclves, and 
without more Ceremony , lay violent 
Hands upon the Publick. Good God! 
That cver ſuch a Creature as This ſhould 
propound to himſclt by the Daſh of a 
Pen, to move the Foundations of the 
Engliſh Government. 


From the Parliament, he deſcends to 
the Judges. Alas! (favs he) the Wiſdom 
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and Probity of the Law went off, for the moſl 
Part, with Good Sir Matthew Halcs, and 
{uflic is made a meer Property. And then 
xc ravcs upon 7 he Conſtant Irregularities, 
and Injuſtice from Term to Term,of thoſe that 
adminiſter the Judicature betwixt bis Maje- 
ſty,and his People (p. 154.) This Poyſonous 
Arrow (mcaning the Choice of the Jud- 
gcs )/trikes to the very Heart of Government, 
and coul 1 come from No Quiver, but that | 
the Conſpirators. What French Counfcl, 
what Standing Forces, what Parhamcntary 
Bribes, what National Oaths, and all the 
other Machinations of Wicked Men have 
not yet been able to effeft, may be more com- 
pendiously Acted by T welve Judges in Scarlet 
(p. 66.) And 15 not this directly 41 again ? 
When no ſudges would ſerve the Turn, 
bur choſe that betray'd the People to Sla- 
wery,and His Sacred Majeſty to the Scaffold? 
Hc has another Fling art the Sheriffs. If 
any Worthy Perſon (lays he, p.$0.) chance to 
carry the Eleftion, ſome Mercenary or Cor- 
rupt Sheriff makes a double Return ; and fo 
the Cauſc is handed ro the Commurtee ot 
Elections, &c. And truly he docs not 
g1vc cither the Ming, or the Monarchy of 
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England, much better Quarter than! he 
allows the reſt ; as you {ce by and by : 
So that nothing leſs than the Thorough Re- 
formation of 41 will do the Work of 77. 
And the whole Frame of the Government 
muſt be unhing'd, to gratify the Caprice 
of a Pragmatical Mal-contenr. 

The Paſſion, and Malice of the Libeller 
is ſo evident, that he does half confeſs it 
himſelf, by an Anticipation of the Charge. 
The Relator, (fays he, pag, 155.) foreſees 
that be ſhall on both hand, be blam' d for pur- 
ſuing this Method. Some on the One = 
will expect that the very Perſons ſhould bave 
been Nam'd : whereas be only gives Evi- 
dence to the Fait,and leaves the Malefaftors 
to thoſe that bave the Power of Enquiry. It 
he can but acquit himſelt on the Orher 
hand for Writing the Libel, as well as on 
This for not Naming the Perſens, he wall 
do well cnough. For fir/t ; It is not his 
Buſincſs to Prove, but to Defame. Secondly, 
TheNaming of Particulars would have re- 
ſtrein'd the Calumny : whercas his work 
1s to wound A/! the Kings Miniſters that 
Faithtully adhere to ther Maſter in the 
Generality ot the Scandal. . 1birdly; He 
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judges 1t fater, and more expedient to a- 
= the Maltitude with Jealouſies that 
cannot be Diſprov/d, than point-blank to 
faſten upon Particulars an Accuſation that 
cannot be Prov'd. What docs he mcan 
by ſaying that he gives Evidence to the 
Fai? It is the firit Libel certainly that 
ever was given in Evidence. Put where's 
the Relator himſclt all this while, upon 
whoſc bare word , Parhaments arc to be 
Diffolv'd ; Miniſters of Statc Arraign'd ; 
Judges Diſplac'd; and the whole Govern- 


mentnew Modell'd > What if he hould® 


appcar, and be found art lait ro have been 
one of Oliver's Cabal* Would any Man 
dclire a more Competent Witneſs for 
Charles the Second, than the Martherer of 
Charles the Firſ{? But he has been fo 
us'd to call the King himſclt 7raytor, that 
hc may be allow'd to call his Friends Con- 
ſpirators. 

On the other hand ( ſays he, pag, 155.) 
ſome will repreſent this Diſcourſe ( as they 
do all Books that tend to dete(} their Con- 
fpiracy againſt his Majeſty, and Kingdom ) 
as if It 100 were written againſt the Govern- 
ment. 'For now of late, as ſoon as any Man 
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is gotten into Publick Employment by ill 
Aits; and by worſe continues it, be, if it 
pleaſe the Fates, is thenceforward the Go- 
vernment, and by being Criminal, pretends 
to be Sacred. Thus 1s only crying Whore 
firſt, to call thoſe People Conſpirators; who 
arc likely to cenſure him tor a Libeller : 
which with his Learned Leave, 1s but a 
Courſe Figure neither; and runs much 
berrer in the Common Billinſgate of You ate 
a tinave your ſelf to ſay that I'm one. Which 
in few words is all that's in't. For he does 
nor offer ſo much as one Syllable in' his 

Juftification, but with another Laſh or 
wo at the King's Miniſters, winds up his 
Period. Now of late, ſays he, (he means 
I ſuppoſe, ſince 0fier went out of Play) 
as ſoon as any Man is gotten” into Publick 
Employment by ill Afts, we. He ſhould do 
my to conlider who Governs, betore he 
ſays That Villany is the ready way to Pre- 
terment; He, if it pleaſe the Fares is 
thenceforward the Government, and by being 
Criminal, pretends to be Sacred. 1anfwer, 
Thar in the Caſc of a Publick, and Legal 
Accuſation, the Miniſter 15 not the Go- 
vernment ; tor the Charge termunares in, 
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and opcratcs no turther than his Perſon ; 
but in thc Aﬀrone of a Namele(s, and In- 
definite Libel, the King himſclt is wound- 
cd in a General Reflection upon his Mini- 
{ters ; for it 1s his Choice, and Commitli- 
on, not the Ofhcers Miſdemeanour, that 
1s there in Queſtion : Nor docs he pretend 
to be Sacred becauſe he 1s Criminal; but 
the Libeller (who (till writcs attcr the Re- 
monſtrance) makes cvery thing Criminal 
that 1s Sacred, and g1VCs the Conſtruch- 
on of Rebellion to Loyalty, and of Loyalty 
to Rebellion. 

Bur if there be not Miſchief 1n the very 
Project of this Libel, there's nothing ar 
all in't; for I cannot frame to my (clt the 
leaſt Colour, or Poſlibility of any other 
End. He ſays, It was his Deſign indeed to 
give Information, but not to tzrn Intor- 
mer. That 1s to ſay, He would ſet the 
Pcople together by the Ears, and no body 
ſhould know who did 1t. Now fce the 
End he propounds. That thoſe (ſays the 
Relarar) ro whom be has only a Publick En- 
mity, no Private Animoſity, might have the 
Prrviledge of States-men to Repent at the 


laſt hour, and by one ſingle Aftion to expiate 
all 
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all their former miſdemeanours. Which is 

cen as Civil a way as a body would wiſh, 

of Recommending a Publick Miniſter to 

his laſt Praycr. It remains now to ſpeak 

'a word to the 7iming of his Enterprize, 

which, in a wicked Sence, 15 1n Truth the 

Glory of it. 

ſhall not need to fpeculate upon rhe 

Power, and Deſigns of France, the deplo- 

rable State of Flanders, or the Conſequen- 

ces that muſt incvitably reflect upon Eng- 

land in the Loſs of the Spaniſh Neither- 

lands : the matter being agreed upon at 

all hands, that an Umion of Aﬀections, 

Counſels, and Intereſts, was ncver more 

neceſlary to this Nation than at this In- 

ſtant it 15; and that Delay 1s Death to us, 
This being given tor grantcd, it'1s like- 

wiſe as certain, that nothing under Hea- 
ven, but the Credit of this Sitting Par- 
liament, and the Bleſling of a Fair Under- 
ſtanding berwixt his Majcſty,and his Two 
Houſes can preſerve this Kingdom, (Mo- 
rally fpeaking ) trom Irreparable Ruine. 
And yet this 1s the Critical Juncture that 
the Libeller has made choice of , for the 
blaſting both of the Government, and the 
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Adminitracton of it; for the violent Dil- 
ſolution cven of this moit ncceffary Par- 
liament; for the ſowing of Jcaloufics, and 
alicnacing the Pcoples Hearts from their 
Duty to ex Sovereign. Letthe World 
now judge berwixt the Libeller, and thc 
pretended Conſpiratours; who arc more 
probably the Penſioners of France, thoſc 
that arc only Calummated in the Dark, and 
without any Proof, or the lcaft Colour of 
it, or the Calumniatours themſelnes , ( | 
mcan,the Libeller and his Adherents) who 
arc doing all that 1s poſlible roward the 
Facilitating of rhe Work ot France, and 
the Putting of Eng/and out of Condition 
to detend it ſclt. What 1 1t, I beſeech you, 
that can now ſupport us in this Exigent, 
but the Wiſdom, and Repurarion of a 
Parliament? which they arc at this very 
Inſtant, labuuring to detame and diflolve: 
Diitracting and Dividing the Nation, at 
a Timc when our beſt Union 1s hetle 
cnough to preſerve us; and obſtructing 
thoſe Pachamentary ſupplycs, wirthour 
which wc mult cl ea 1.1 periſh : For 
It 15 to thus Scthon,, that the Libeller di- 
rects the Mock ot Still giving Mony toward 
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their own Tragedy.” But ſure we are not fo 
mad ver, as to take the Subrerters of our 
Church and State, for the Advocates of 
our Religion and Freedom. I would know 
in the next place, What any Man can 
ſay to mak his Growth of Popery, from 
being a Daring, and a Spightful Libel a- 

o4inſt the King, and his Government. And 
"T ſhall begin with the Liberrics he takes 
with his Majeſty , fomerime 1n dircct 
Terms, and otherwhile undcr the Blind 
of the Conſpiratours. 


Speaking of the Shutting up of che Ex- 
chequer ( pag, 31.) The Crown ( ſays he) 
made Prize of the Subjef, and broke all 
Faith, and Contralt at Home, in order to the 
breaking of them Abroad with more Advan- 
tage. The Copy has in This Point out- 
done the Original; for the Remonſtrants 
were 1n Arms, bctore they preſum'd to 
word it at this Audacious height. Take 
it in the Inſolent Repreſentation of the 
Fact; the Malicious Conſtruction and 
Preſumption of the Intent; and to Both 
theſe, add the Sordid Manner of Reflect- 
ing upon an Extraordinary thing done 
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upon an Extraordinary Occaſion, and 
wherein the Subjcct has ſince reccav'd fo 
Amplc, and Generous Satisfaction ; the 
Clamour 1s ſo foul, as it an Agyptian 
Plague were broken in upon us, and the 
Frogs of Geneva crept into.the King's Cham- 
bers. And 'tis =Y at the ſame Rate chat 
he treats the King abour his Declaration of 
Indulgence, (pag, 33.) Hereby ( ſays he, ) 
all the Penal Laws againſt Papiſts, for which 
former Parliaments bad grven /s many Sup- 
plyes, and againſt Non-contormiſts , for 
which this Parliament had pay d more large- 
ly, were at one Inſtant ſuſpended, in or- 
der to defraud the Nation F all that Reli- 
gion, which they had ſo dearly purchaſed, Gc. 
Obſcrve herc how ungratctully he charges 
the Deſign of this Declaration to be 7 he 
cory the Nation of their Religion ; 
which, on the contrary, was a Manifcit 
Conccſhon, only to gratific the reitle(s 
Importunirics of his own Gang, And fcc 
what Sport he makes, but five or ſix Lincs 
{urthcr, with the very Reaſon of that Law 
which he takes here ſo hainoufly to be 
{uſpended. It appears (ſays hc) at the irſt 
Sight, that Men cught to enjoy the ſame 
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Propriety , and ProteCtion in their Con(ci- 
ences, which they have in their Lives, . Lt- 
bertics, and Eſtates: But that to take away 
theſe in Penalty for the other, is meerly a 
more Legal, and Gentile way of Padding up- 
on the Road of Heaven ; and that it is only 
for waxt of Mony, and for want of Religt- 
on, that Men take theſe deſperate Cinta 
Now, by his Favour, there is a great Di- 
{parity berwixt a Pretence to Propriety,and 
Protection in Conſciences, and a Pretencc 
to them, in Lives, Liberties, and Eſtates ; 
tor the Latter arc lyablc to Violence, and 
may bc taken away, but the Other cannot. 
And now he talks ot Padding upon this 
Road, the Remonſtrants ( as I remember) 
were very good at it, that drove away from 
their Churches, $5 Miniſters, of 97, within 
the Walls of London. We'll agree in the 
Mattcr with hum, That want of Mony, and 
want of Religion will put Men upon Deſpe- 
ſperate Courſes ; tor my Charity tos 
me, he woul1 never have written theſe Li- 
bels elſe. He1sa little politive, mcthinks, 
in Averring that a Great Lord loſt his 
Place tor dctending the Proteſtant Religi- 
on, ( pag. 44-) But he has torgorten the 
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Sratutc of his own Citing ( pag. 15.) that 
makes it Incapacity, tor ſaying That the 
fing 18 a Papiſt, or an Introducer of Popery, 
and that it was the King himfclt that re- 
mov'd his Lordſhip. And what do you 
think of his Irony, (pag.43.) where he ſays, 
that The Parhament, by the Confpiratours 
good Leave, was admitted to ſit again at the 
day appointed. He tells us of another 
ar t00, pag, 51; which being tranſmit- 
ted ro his Majeſty, was eaſily chang'd into 
s Court Intrigue; And ( pag, 68.) That 
the Conſpiratours might jo repreſent things 
to his Majeſty, as to incenſe him againſt the 
Parliament, and diftruſting all Parliamen- 
tary. Advice, to take Counſel from Them- 
(elves, from France, and from Neccſſity. 
In this Diſtoyal and Irreverent Licence, 
he drops you a word or two now and 
then, betorc he 1s aware, againſt the King 
himſelf; and other whiles, Diſcharges his 
Malice tothe Government, upon the Heads 
of Publick Miniſters, The Subjc&t Marter 
of his Complaint is a Tendcency of Coun- 
fels, and Actions rowards 7yranny, and 


_ Popery. Bur the Ning ( ſays he, pag. 4. ) 


can do no wrong ; and {0 gocs On, nor can 
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he receive wrong. What is this, but a Ju- 
{tification of all the Violences that were 
actcd upon the late King ; even to the yery 
Murther of him ; under that Mortal, and 
Treafonous Diſtinction berwixthis A U- 
THORITT, andlis PERSON? And 
an Allowance, that the ſame Courſe may 
be taken with his Royal Succeffours ? 7he 
King can receive no wrong ; (he ſays) What 
docs he mcan by this? Is not tus Maje- 
(tics Breath in his Noſtrils? Is he not Fleſh 
and Bloud ? /Is not his Body lyable to 
Wounds, Diſtempers, Emprifonment, 
and Death ? He'll ell you, 7es ; bur 7his 
is not the KING, but the MAN, the 
PERSON: But the KING, all this 
while, that 1s to fay, the Authority, 15 Sa- 
cred, and Invulncrable. / 

Now tor Peace, and Brevity ſake, let us 
ſuppoſe that thus Charge of a Popi/h, and 
Arbitrary Deſign, docs neither Intend nor 
Reficct any Imputation upon. his Maje- 
ity ; (his Rehgion, and his Tenderneſs of 
Narurc being Unqueſtionable) Ir is yet 2 
worſe Libel Another way. Worle (1 ſay) 
both as to the Drifr, and to the Scandal 
of it, by how much Contempt 1s more dan- 
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gcrous to a Prince, than Hatred: For he 
employcs his Urmoit Skill co reprefent his 
Majcity only Paſſive 1n all his Adminiſtra- 
tions,and ſo to letlen the IndubitableFame 
of his Royal Prudence, and Courage a- 
mong his People. 

You fcc, Sir, the Freedom he takes with 
the King, and his Miniſters ; the next Point 
will be to enquire how he ſtands affected 
to the Government it \clt. 7he Subjefts 
(ſays he, pag.3.) retain their Proportion in 
the Legiſlaturc. In which ſaying,he makes 
them Partners of the Sovereignty,and turns 
the Monarchy of England into a Tripartite 
and Coordinate Government ; whuch 1s as 
well Deſtructive of Parliaments, on thc 
One hand , as of Royalty , on the O- 
ther. Upon the Admutrance of this Co- 
ordination, any Two of the 7hree may dc- 
ſtroy the 7hird : the Two Houſes maay de- 
{troy the King, and the King, with Either 
of the Houſes, may dcitroy the Orber. 
Which, it it be ſo, what Prince that 1s 
Imperial in the Intervalls, would cver 
hazard the Dethroning ot himſclt by a 
Sefhon? The Making of Laws is a Pecu- 
liar, and Incommunicable Priviledge of the 
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Supreme Power, and the Ofhce of the 7wo 
Houſes mn this Caſc 1s only Conſultive, or 
Preparatory ; but the Character of Power 
reſts in the Final Sanion, which 1s in the 
King : And Effectually, the Paſſing of a 
Bill, is but the granting ot a Requeſt : The 
1 wo Houſes _—_ the Bill, 'is true, but 
the King makes the Law;zand 'tts the Sramp, 
not thc Matter, that makes it Current : 
Nor docs the Subjet any otherwiſe make 
Lans, than the Petitioner makcs Orders 
of Council. 

Ir 1s a Suſpicious, and Ill-looking Paſ- 
ſage that he has, Pag. 14. As to Matter 
of Government, fays - If to murther the 
King, be (as certainly it is) a Fatt ſo borrid, 
( he docs not ſay how horrid) how much 
more Hainous is it to Aſſaſſinate the King- 
dom? Here 1s Firſt involv'd in this Clauſe, 
the Depoſing Poſition of 41 ; chat the King 
1535 ingulis major, Unverſis minor : Forit 
15 clcar that the Compariſon was only made 
to draw on the Preference, and to poſlets 
the Pcople that they have a greater Prize 
at Stake in the hazard of their Religion, 
than in the 7ye of their Civil Obedience. 
(the very Tranſlation ſull of 41.) And tor 
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cheir further Encouragement, he tells 
them (pag, 4.) that We have the ſame Right 
( modeſtly underſtood ) in our Propriety, Ws 
the Prince hath in his Regality : which car- 
rics with it an Innuendo, that thc fiing may 
as well Fortcit his Crown, as thc Subject 
his Free-bo/, It cannot be imagn'd that 
all chcſe Leading and Deſperate Hints 
ſhould tall trom a Man of Brains and Scnſc 
by Chance ; and you ſce the whole Tract 
takes the ſame Baſs. 

No King of England (ſays he, pag, 58.) 
had ever ſo great a Treaſure of his Peoples 
Aﬀeions, except what thoſe II] men have 
( as they have done all the reſt) conſum'd , 
whom, but out 4 an Exceſs of Love to his 
Perſon,the Kingdom would never ( for it never 
did formerly)ſo long have ſuffer d. Here's (till 
the Crocodile of 41 ; nothing but Love 
and Revercnce to his late Majcity roo, ill 
Ins Head was oft. Bur ct us Reaſon the 
Matter in a word. 7 heſe 1/! men havc no 
Names, it ſeems; fo that any Man that's 
ncar the King, 1s by this Libeller fer up 
tor a Mark to the Outrage of the People. 
And then he ſays, 7he Kingdom would ne- 
ver have (uffer d them. Who arc they, I 
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pray, that he calls the Kingdom, bur the 
Rabble (till of 41; the Enecerdle Inflruments 
of 7hat Rebellion, and the Hopes of An- 
other * Bur it che Aingdom would not ſut- 
fcr it, what would hc have them do to 
help themſelves? The Law 1s open, in 
Cale of any Legal Impeachment, and 'tis 
too Early Days yct tor a Tumulc. 

In his Deſcant upon the, Teſt he is 
wonderfully tree ot his Figures. Never 
(ſays he, pag, 59.) was ſo much ſence con- 
tain'd in 6 ew words ; no C onveyancer could 
ever in more C ompendious, or Binding Terms 
have drawn a Diſſettlement of the” whole 
Birth-right cf ON nd. Thus Teſt has 
made a great Noiſe, and it will be worth 
the while tocxamine what 1s faid againſt 
it. The Form of it is as follows. 


I A. B. do declare that it is not lawful up- * 
on any Pretence whatſoever to take up Arms 
againſt the King ; and that I do abbor that 
l rayterous Poſition of taking Arms by his 
Authority, againſt his Perſon, or againſt 
thoſe that are Commiſſion d by him in Pur- 
ſuance of ſuch Commiſſion. And I do ſwear 
that I will not at any time Endeavour the 
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Alteration of the Government , either in 
Church or State. So help me God. 


He ſays, pag. 57, That it wes thrown 
out of the Houſe in the Plague-year at Ox- 
ford, for fear of a general Infeſtion of the 
Vitals of this Kingdom ; whereas in truth, 
it was brought into the Houſe as an Anti- 
dote againſt that Poyſor which had ſciz'd 
the Vitals of this Kingdom already ; and 
AMOUNtS tO NO morqthan the Un| weartng 
ot That on the Behalf of theGovernment, 
which had been formerly ſworn for the 
Deſtruftion ot it. The Author of A Letrer 
from a Perſon of Quality, &c. calls it, p. 1. 
A STATE-MASTER-PIECE, and 
delign'd to theſe Ends. Firſt, To make a 
Diſtinit Party, from the reſt of the Nation, 
of the High Epiſcopal Man, and the 014 C a- 
valier. Now I took it rather to be a De- 
{19n of Uniting All Partics, undcr one 
Common Bond of Duty, and Obcdicnce 
ro the Government: And where That 
could nor be obtain'd, ro diſtinguiſh who 
were tor the Government, and who a- 
gainit ir; tor the Lace King was murther'd 
upon this very Diſtinction berwixe his 
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Authorityand his Fer ., ;Norg 
Governmentupon & 
without ſome O Sons 


jc&t, Equivalent ro 


. Next, ſays he, they, > fr It _ 
Gougramen: ; CAanteD\ morn ta.as Unr 
alecrable, K af to I arttely can 19-be 0 Dh 
vizeRight. Thus,under our 5a F 


The.T cit does nat yy and it {cll A 4 
tho. Gove nm Gaga cablc; ar 
but only CHAS e are may 
(crv'd with __ Othcers, t 
ſtand well Aﬀegial, 9; the edabl: 
mcnt. Tholc thatdo {9 willngver 
the Oath; and for choc that do- NPY iC 
is the very Intcne of 4t-ro diſcriminate, 
and to cxclude them :1” And-to cncounter 
the Covenaut,by Virruc of which they dif- 
ſoly 'd the Late Government, with an Oath 
ncvcr t9 cendcavour any further Alterati- 
on.un This. And, certainly, .a Man may, 
berrer ſwear the Maintaining of a Govern- 
ment According to the Law, than the A/- 
teration of 1t Againſt Law. 

Thirdly, favs the Author of the Lerecr, 
In Requital tothe Crown, they declare, the Go- 
vernment Abſolute , Fl Arbitrary , - 


__ 
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allow Monarchy, as w#l! as Epiſcopacy, to 
be Jure Divine, and not to be bounded, of 
limited by Huniane Laws. 

How This Teft does cither Declare, or 
Pretend the Government to be Abſolute, 
and Arbitrary, I cannot imagine : But on 
the Contrary, every Man is ty'd by it from 
Endeayouring to make it fo, if 1t be nor 
ſo already, in Swearing that be will not at 
any time endeavoitr rhe Alteration of it. And 
then in his Explication of the micaning of 
Church, and State mthe Teſt, by Monarchy, 
and Fpiſcopacy in his Reflefion upon it, 
he has done us a greater Kindnels than 
he was aware of; for he has wholly Diſ- 
appointed the Spight, and the Intent of 
his next Clauſe. Ard (as he goes'on) to 
ſecure all this, they reſolve to take away the 
Power, and Opportunity of Parhaments, ro 
alter any thing in Church or State, only 
leave hem as an Inftrament to raiſe Mony 
and to paſs ſuch Laws, as the Court, an 
Church fhall have a mind to: The Attempt 
of any other, how Neceſſary ſoever, muſt be 
no leſs a Crime than Perjury. 

See now whether or no thus be fair deal- 
ing. Ir is, by his own Conteſlion, the 
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Form of Monarchy, and the Order of E 
ſcopacy, the Government it (lf, and nor th 
Adminiſtration of it, that 1s here in 

ſton. He would have it believd, That 
by this Teſt, Parliaments are barr'd upon 
Pain of Perjury from Attempting any AF- 
teration I'N Church or State: whereas 
they arc |cft at Liberry to debate what Ab 


at the Roor of the Government ic (elf 
And the Deliberation and Reſulke of the 
whole Matter , 15 no more thay This. 
Many of the Prople/ ( and All rhe Princi- 

cs wa Living, thar'deſtroy'd the 


bel- 
hon ; | or latne 
Hands again, and truſt none of ther ih 
the Government but under an' Oath, not 
© endeavour the Alteration of it. That 
Ys L feet 
lique, or of Epiſcopaty wito Presbytery ; as 
icy did before. And this was the Cleat 
Sine is 
Author Growth -of 'y, 
diſcourling this Subjett ; There ts 
nothing (lays he, p. 57. ) more Portentous, 
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and of. wotſe Onan, than when ſuch an Oath 
Cogeon a Nation lthe a New C omet, fore- 
the Alteration of Religion or Go- 
vernment. 
1c A word; brit to che: 08th, which, for 
want; of anfpreberr:eo! exprefs the hai- 
nousncſs ot ary the Libeller {Þ Emphati- 
eally- calls;::$S UC: Han Oath. It 1s an 
{yh tounded:xipan the fame Contidera- 
$160 with the daeh of Allegiance, and di- 
rected to the:ſame End; ! and Cycry jor 
as :Neceflary nder This King, as That 
waTunder tus: Grand-Fathcr,, The 
lujted|Papr/tithad:invited che Spaniard t 
liyade4#p/and: The wited Proteſtants 
ih- the Jate Rebellion; did, '1n like man- 
Agr; apply xhenſ{dves ro. cho:French. .The 
former Jad aiblod for the:Blowing up of 
the Perfoamen :| The: frber exccurcd the 
Plot of Deſtroying Parltaments, Chang- 
ing thc Gonmnlents: aud.yhurthcring We 
ting, \ThePcople were mufled in the One 
Gale. upon.the Teſaurical Principle, chat a 
Prince beingExcommunicate by the Pope, 
the, PADISC t.15. difchang'd of his/Dury to 
uns Lo] chex.were lcd, in the:Ocrhgy, 
by a 'Perfualion thatthc Sacred Charter 
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6f- a King refts in the. Authority, and 1s'(c- 
parable trom the To which Authority 
they lodg'd in the 7wo Houſes, and ſo did 
their Buſinefs. This Practice of the Fe- 
ſuites occafion'd the Oath of Allegiance in 
theStarute 3* Facobi,cntitled An A for the 


Diſcovering, and Repreſſing of Popiſh Re- + 


cxſants. In which Oath, you have this 
Clauſe. And I do further ſwear that I do 
from my Heart deteſt and abjure, as Impious 
and Heretical, this damnable Doftrine, and 
Poſition, That Princes which be Excommus- 
nicated, or Deprived by the Pope, may be 
Depoſed, or Murther'd by their Subjefts, or 
any other whatſoever. Here was an AT tor 
the Diſcovering and Repreſſing of Popiſh Re- 
euſgnts, with an Vath, under a Penalty, and 
a Declaration againſt, and an Abhorrence of 
that Impious Poſtton,, whereupon the 
Treaſons of thofe Times were tounded : 
And why nor a Proviſion as well againſt 
choſe People that with premeditated Ma- 
hce, as well as Ambition, over-turn'd the 
Latrc Government; and againſt That Prin- 
ciple, of Dividing his Majcſtics Aurbority 
from h1$ Perſon, which was che Counte- 
nance and Support of the larc Rebellion ? 


q_—- 


54 


— 


The GROWTH 


Take it in ſhort, and the Teft is but a Su 
plement to the Vath of Allegiance. T 
Scottiſh Faction Impos'd upon the People 
that they might be true to the King, 
though they Levy'd Arms againſt tus 
Perſon: and the cnd of this Oath is only 
ro expound 7hat Poſition to be Treaſonous, 
and to Sccure the Government for the Fu- 
rure againſt Men of ſuch Principles: Ac- 
cording to Equity and Conſcience, and 
to the Common Practice, and accordin 
to the Prudence of all well Order 
States, 

Is this the Oath now that he calls SUCH 
an Oath? The Oath, than which there is 
nothing more Portentous, and of worſe 
Omen to a Nation? He has forgotten the 
Fore-boding, and Portentous Omens of Forty 
One,and the Dire Events of thoſe Preſages. 
What do you think of a deliberateDeft 
to ſpoil the Crown, the Church, and t 
Subjet: And all this in the Name of 
God, tor the Honour of the King, and the 
Good of the People? And then the En- 
titling of Providence to all the Advanta- 
Cs that the Faction got by the Ruinc of 
[ bree Kingdoms? Here's the unrepented 
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Guile of Sacriledge, Treaſon, and Bloud, 
to the Higheſt Degree, and ſo Tranſcend- 
ent an Ingeratitude, that ſome of the v 
Men that were Pardon'd for One Rebel- 
lion, are now the Advocates for Ano- 
ther. It theſe Practices ſhould be fuffer'd, 
there would be no necd to conſult the 
Stars for a Prognoſtick of Change of Go- 
vernment. 

The Oaths ( fays he, pag. 58.) in our 
Late King's fime taught the Phanaticks, be- 
cauſe they could not ſwear, yet to Covenant. 
His Mcmory fails um, I perceive, for 
the Covenant was a Foot in Scotland be- 
fore any Vaths complain'd of here; by 
the Token that the Aſſembly at Glaſgow, 
in 1638, came to this Refolution upon 
the Point. 1! is lawful for Subjefts to Co- 
venant and C qmbine, without the King, and 
enter into a Bond of mutual Defence againſt 
him. Take notice next that the Hath com- 
plain'd of, was the Vath ex Officio, which 
Oath was Aboliſh'd, before any Covenant- 
ing in England: And he 1s ſo much out 
again, 1n ſaying that the Phanaticks Co- 
venanted, Gc. becauſe they could not ſwear, 
that in Truth they Covenanted becauſe they 


The GROWTH. 


car d not what they ſwore. Watnc(s:their 
Covenants, Negative 0atbs, arid Oath of 
Abjaration, in Oppoſition to theic- Oaths 
of Allegiance, and Canonical Obedience : 
There was no Compounding, no Living in 
their Luarters, aiaheed Z Wearing. There 
was an Oath, (given at a Commumion 
at Fife, obligmng Pcople not to take rhe 
King's Covenant; And it was one Condi- 
tion upon the Treaty at the Isle of Wight, 
that his Majefly himſelf ſhould give Afſu- 
rance by Solcmn Oath under his Hand, and 
Seal, for ſettling Relipion according to the 
Covenant : SO that they made no Conlci- 
cence (you ſce) cither of Swearing, or For- 
ſwearing; cither of taking Oaths 7 hem- 
ſelves, or of Forcing them upon Others tor 
the Advancement of their Delign. 

He takes Exception '(pag, 5g.) to the 
I wo Declaratory Points Ot the Teſt. Firit, 
That ir is not lawful upon any Pretence 
wharſcezer, to take up Arms againſt the 
King. And he reaſons the Martcr in theſe 
Words: 1r were difficult to inſtance a Law, 
cither in This, or Other Country, but that a 
Private Man, if any Ning in Chriſtendom 
Ajault him, may, having Retreated to the 
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Wall, fland upon his Guard. That is to 
ſay, A Private Man may kill his Prince in 
his own Defence. For he puts This Caſe 
in Oppoſition to the Declaration ; Only 
cranſlating the Taking up of Arms againſt 
the King, into a Man's Standing upon his 
Guard, All that's Honeſt in't 1s This, 
That he retuſcs to declare That to be Un- 
lawful, which he holds to be Lawful. / 

His Second Scruple 1s The Abborrence of 
that T raiterous Poſition of taking Arms by 
bis Authority againſt his Perfon ; or againſt 
thoſe that are Commuſboned by hint, in 
pm_ of ſuch Cormuſſion. Here (fays 

1c) is neither Tenour, or Rule of any ſuch 
Commutſhon ſpecify d, nor the Qualification 
of thoſe which ſhall be Armed with ſuch Com- 
miſſions, expreſſed, or Limited. 

The Author of this Frivolous Shitr, 
knows very well, that the Rules, and Mea- 
fares of C ommiſfrons vary according to the 
Circumſtances of-7 ime, Place, Fatt, Perſon; 
that the Qualification of the Commiſſioner 
does not at all operate upon the Autho- 
rity of the Commiſſion : and that it the Bill 
were drawn our to the length of the Book 
of Martyrs, there would not yet be room 
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cnough ro obyiare all Cavills, and Obje- 
Etions. Burt in the next Page, he ſpeaks 
his Mind a little plainer. 

As to the Commiſſion, ( ſays he) if it 
be to take away a Man's Eſtate, or bis Life, 
by Force, yet it is the King's C Os 
Or if the Perſon Commiſſionate be under ne- 
ver ſo many Diſabilities by Afts of Parlia- 
ment ; yet his taking this Oath, removes all 
thoſe Incapacities, or his Commiſſion makes 
it not diſputable. 

Thus Seditious Hint, ( for I cannot call 
it an Argument)lycs open ſo many ways, 
that I am only at a Loſs where to begin 
with it. Firſt, Let the Commiſſion, and 
Commiſſioner be what they will, no Mar 
is to be a Judge in his own Cauſe ; but the 
Law muſt be the Fudge both of the Lega- 
lity oft the One, and the Capacity of te 
Other. Secondly , It upon this Ground 
an Injur'd Perſon may take Arms, 1n One 
Caſc; ſo may a Criminal, upon the barc 
Pretence of 1t 1n any Other : For 'tis but ſay- 
ing that the Commiſſion is Unwarrantable, 
* or that the Officer is a Raſeal, and there's 
his Juſtification. Thirdly , Suppoſe a 
Double Abuſe un Manner, as 1s here ſuggeſt- 
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cd ; Thar Abuſe does not yer yoid the Au- 
thority, to which the Law on the One (ide 
requires 0bedience, or at lcaft Submiſſion ; 
and there is no Law, on the 0rther jide, 
that allows Refiftance. Fourthly , The 
End and Proſpect of all Laws 1s Publick 
Convenience, and there was never any 
Law invented, fo Profitable to a Commu- 
nity, but it was in ſome Reſpect or other, 
to the Derriment of ſome Particulars : So 
that the very Admutrance of his Suppoſi- 
tions, docs not at all affect the Reaſon of 
the 7eſt, if the Benefit be General on the 
One hand, and the Miſchief only Particu- 
lar on the Other. How many Men arc 
{worn out of their Lives, and Fortunes by 
Falſe Witneſſes * Shall we therefore quarrel 
the Mcthod of Proceeding Secundim Alle- 
gata, & Probata? A Man 1s Arreſted up- 
on a Fobb'd Action, for a ſum of Mony, 
knowing Firſt, that he ows not a Penny ; 
Secondly that the Confequenee of it w1 

be his Ruine;, Thurdly, that the Action1s 
meecrly Malicious; And Fourthly, ( to 
make it ſtrong enough ) that che Othcer 
char ſerves the Writ is Contederatc with 
his Advcrſary, and that they have Both 
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comploncd his Deftruction: All this will 
not yet Authorize a Rediſtance , bur it an 
Officer that has the #ing's Wrir, or any 
other Lawful Warrant, hough EFrroneous, 
ſhall be flain in the Execution of 1x, This 
s MUR7 HER. A wotd now as t0 
the Occaſion ot ar. | 
-- The Pcoplcot 41, when they had tor- 
ced his Majclty: ftromilus Palacc;/by At- 
fronts and Ar\'d/Cumuls, Publ ous 
Doctnucto the Nation) |Tharthough his 
Perſon was gone, lus Aurhbority reſided 1n 
the 7wo 'Honfes): underwhich Colour they 
impoſed :dierces) por thePcople} tor 
Laws, and by Degrees provecdtiiovo an 
or all the _ mars ne ; 
making War: 'avamn  Perfox. Of. th) 

Kind; Jaad Noſe that ware Cowmhox'd 
by:hum, under the Prerence aforc-faid:; 
as' Rebellious;' Traytors, and Conſprrators: 
Now -to:prevent-the fame Miſchief again, 
fron the ſame' Priniiples, 1t:was thought 
fir xo propoſe this: Declaration of Abbor- 
rence. TheObjottions aganſtit are, Thar 
the: King may” grant a'GCommiſſion 0. take 
away a' Max's Life, ar Eftate,: anit {imply 

any Man at a venture to execute iti which 
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is Firſt, The Suppola of.an! Vnjuftziand —= 


7; mag Gontinrfſiuw : /Secandly;” A Caſe 
{0 Cn that it would be a hard -matrer 
roduce a Preſident (for ut, withonr a 
£616 a Tryal arkaxt And: 'Third- 
hy WharwotkD benhea Fmt: fubh a 
Reſtante,\ budrhc Tumingaof prefft- 
«Hare ankle Reſt cha aa 
COLNCD; rf yt 
and {jbrre-Zo\rk6 \Lev: Shore ao helbor: 
wild cor Fri pry awe dal >» For 
'isa Thonfthdto.cmbmiartheRwwir, thac 
idrd |the\Connddfioigpodils find 
tagrlox Exconcit. 2! 4c 


atice! fileaded_For'niaho Txdeusbrotot 
4 Very rofl oce ee Soong 


FR  hindls) Er MraibeBttling bead 
\Ifancdnaynonitfifblifaysrhofncimn) 


under theſc  Curctimattanizeg ounLovg 
bervics; ahad Bats tizoas tho bo 

bys, or. hav wiidh baavibe % 
Cale; nav bel AriMearsmAndt do bb 
cauſc. of 'thivPollidificy..obiWrofidno 
unconlaenadckin Reafeble Fe 
core Pamnculir: Man Tadulth bg. Allow'd 
co-Dc{end:}imifclt:\Seecnow rhe-ſucon- 
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venicnce, which, upon the Allowance of 
chas Liberty in Favour of Particulars, will 
redound to the Publick. 

An Honeſt Man is charg'd with Treaſon 
in the King's Name, b ——_—_— 
Order aan into ody, and by 
an Officer roo, under what Diſebilitics 
you pleaſc. Here's the whole Caſc. Ar 
Innocent Perſon , Life, Liberty, and Eſtate 
at ſtake, and an Unqualify d Commiſſugzer. 
It One Mah may Refiſt, coke hes Dino 
cent, Another upon the ſame Pretence may 
Re i/ too, alchough hc be Gaulry. m_ 
A c, is, cather Guil 
Innoccntin the Eye of the Law, till ih 
y;.cither: Comvidhet or Acquurted. 
Sathatthe Innocent, and the Guile, ArCtO 
be txy'd inditorently bythe ſarue Low, and 
{o arothe Prevended Errours cnherm the 
Commauſlron; or Commiſſrozer. Take mat- 
ecrs onceautot theChannal of Zryal by car. 
Peets,Theac'samend of Magna Charts; 9-7 
the Government i {elf is ——_— Paſſive, 
and Precatious. /: Will you have the truc 
Reaſonnow,. why this — ocs ſo 
much a the har with ſor People: 
Thc Pofitionisto be Chetiſh'd, andkeprin 
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' No Man can be ſo blind, as not todif- 
cern by the correſpondent Motions of the 
Conſiſtorians in Scotland, and the Scottiſh 
Engliſh, that they Aft alrcady by Concert ; 
and it 1s as plain by this Bold andAdycntu- 
rous way of Libels all on the ſfoddain, that 
they depend upon France for a Second: 
Which 1s no more than was done in the 
Late Rebellion, by the ſame Faction, as 
appcar'd by a Letter of the Lord Lowdens 
to the French King, for his Protection and 
Aſliſtance, for which he was commurted 
to the Tower; and it was alſo confirm'd by 
the Fourth Armnicle againſt the Five Mem- 
bers, Accuſing them to have 7rayterously 
invited and encourag d a Forreign Power to 
invade his Majeſties Kingdom k En 

Husband's Colle&tions, p. 35. Thelc arc 
the French Penſioners, and the Betrayers of 
our Religion and Freedom,under Oaths,and 
Covenants tO Preſerve them. Were not 
our Divincs Pillag'd, Sequeſtred, Impri- 
ſon'd, cither for praying for his Majctty, 
or tor Retuſing to Abjure him? How 
many Revercnd Divines were poyſon'd in 
Peter-Houſe ? I could give you the Hiſtory 
of their Spiriting away ſcvcral Perſons of 
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Honour tor Slaves; their Sale o three,or four 
ſcore Gentlemen tothe &.- "Their 
Sequeſtrations, Decimations, Excluſion trom 
all ofrces, Plunders, Baniſhments, Confine- 
ments, Prohibition of Correſpondence with 
the King, upon Pain of Death : The Jug- 
glcs of the Iriſh Adventures, Money, and 
Plate upon the Propoſitions ; Confiſcated 
Eftates; Twentieth Parts, Weekly Aſſeſs- 
ments, and a' Hundred other Pccumary, 
and Arbitrary Stratagems, till they finiſh'd 
the Rune of the Nation, in the Diſlolut- 
on ot the Governnacnte, and in the Bloud 
of ith&ir Sorereign. Ir 15 not lefs-certain 
that This 15 in Sum the Deſtgn of their Se- 
cond Reformation, than that it was the Ef- 
feof their Former.:. and they arc Fools 
that :cak Mcn:ot theſe Praftiſes to be of 
any Religion. To underitand theſe People 
anght, a Man muſt rcad them, like the O- 
riginal Tongues,Backward. They arc nc- 
ver ſo dcadly,-and dangerous Encmics to 
the Goverment, as when they profeſs the 
dearcit Aﬀection ro it ; and I do not know 
but that the Author ot the Growth of Po- 
pery may be the greateſt Friend im the 
World to the Church of Rowe, when he 
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Profcſles himſelf the Bittereſt Adverſary. 
Ipray,bcitow a Second Thought upon his 
" = + againſt Popery (with which I 
ſhall Conclude ) and tell me next time 
I ſee you, whether he has not taken more 
Pains to Shew his $411, than Care to De- 
liver Is Opinion. 


Adien. 


Growth of Popcry, pag. 5. 


[7% is ſuch a thing as cannot, but for want of a 
word to expreſs it, be call'd a Religion : nor us it 
to be wana 7 that Croitity which is otherwiſe 
Decent to be us'd, in ſpeaking of the differences of 
Flumane Opinion about Divine Matters. Were it 
either Open Judaiſme, or P/ain Turkery, or Honeſt 
wat nay there is yet a certain Bona Fides in the 
moſt Extravagant Belief ; and the Sincerity of an 
Erroneous Profeſſion may render it more Pardonable : 
But This is aC ompound of all the Three, an Extraft 
of whatſoever is moſt Ridiculous, and Impious in 
them, incorporated with more Peculiar Abſurdities 
of its Own, in which thoſe were Deficient ; and all 
this Deliberately contriv'd,, Knewingly carry'd on , 
ty the bold Impoſture of Prieſts, under the Name of 
Chriſtianity. 7he Wiſdom of this Fifth Religion , 
this Laſt, and Inſolenteſt Attempt upon the C = 4 
of Mankind, ſeems to me ( tho' not Ignorant otherwiſe 
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of the Times, Degrees, and Methods of its Pro- 
grefs, ) principally to have conſiſted in their owning 


the Scriptures to be the Word of God, and the Rule of 


Faith, and Manners ; but in Probibiting, at the ſame 
time, their Common Uſe, or the Reading of them in 
Publique Churches, but in a Latine Tran{lation, to 
the Vulgar : there being no better, or more Rational 
way to Fruſtrate the very Deſign of the Great Inſti- 
tutonr of Chriſtianity, who firſt planted it, by the 
Extraordinary Gift of Tongues , than to forbid the 
Uſe even of the Ordinary Languages, For having 
thus a Book which is niverſally avow'd to be of Dj- 
vine Authority, but ſequeſtring it only into ſuch hand; 
as were entruſted in the Cheat 5 they had the Oppore 
tunity to Vitiate, Suppreſs, or Enterpret to their own 
Profit theſe Records, by which the Poor People hol 
their Salvation. ind this Neceſſary Point being 
once gain'd, there was thence forward nothing ſo Mon- 
ſtrous to Reaſon, ſo Abhorring from Morality, or (0 
Contrary to Scripture, which they might not in Pri- 
dence Adventure on. The Idolatry ( for Alaſs it is 
neither better, nor worſe ) of Adoring, and Praying 
to Saints , and Angels ; of Worſhipping Piftures , 
Images, aud Reliques, Incredible Miracles, and 
able Fables to promote That Feneration. The 
whole Liturgy, and Worſhip of the Bleſſed Virgin ; 
Fhe Saying of Pater Noſters, and Creeds, to the he- 
wour of Saints; and of Ave Maryes too, wot to her 
Flonour, bit of others. The Publique Service which 
they cau (Dare to God amons ſo many Competitours im 
an Vukncwn Tongue, and Entangled with ſuch Veſt- 
ments, Crulecrations, Exorciſms, Whiſperings 
Sprint 
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Sprinklings, C enſmngs, and Phantaſtical Rites, Geſtt- 
culations, and Removals, ſo Unbeſeeming a Chriſtian 
Office, that it repreſents rather the Pranks, and Ce- 
remonies of Tug/ers, and Conjurers : The Refuſal of 
the Cup to the Laity; The Neceſſity of the Prieſts 
Intention to make any of their Sacraments Fffeflnal ; 
Debarring their C 6.4 from Marriage ; Interdift- 
ing of Meats; Auricular Confeſſton, and Abſolution, 
as with them prattiſed : Penances, Pilgrimages, Pur- 
gatory, and Prayer for the Dead. But above all 
their other Devices, their Tranſubſantial Soleciſme, 
whereby that glorify d Body, which at the ſame time 
they allow to be in Heaven, s fold again, and Cru- 
cify d dayly upon ab the Altars of their Communion. 
For God indeed may now and then do a Miracle, but a 
Romiſh Prieſt can, it ſeems, work in one moment a 
thouſand Impoſſibilies. Thus by a new, and Anti- 
Scriptural Belief, compil”d of Terrours to the Phan- 
cy, Contradidtions to ſenſe, and Impoſitions on the 
Underſtanding, their Laity have turn'd Tenants for 
their Souls, and in Conſequence Tributary for their 
Eſtates to a more than Omnipotent Prieſthood. 

1 muſt indeed do them that right to avow, that 
out of an Equitable Conſideration , and Recompence 
of ſo Faithful a Slavery, they have diſcharg'd the 
People from all other Services, and Dependance ; 
Enfranchis'd them from all Duty to God, or Man ; 
inlomuch that their Severer, and more Learned Di- 
wines, their Governers of Conſcience, have ſo well 
inſtrutted them in all the Arts of Circumventing 
their Neighlqur, and of Colluding with Fleaven , 
that, were* the Scholars as apt as their Teachers, 
I 2 there 
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there would have been long fince an end of all either 
True Piety, or Common Honeſty ; and nothing left 
among them but Authorized Fypocrifie, and Licen- 
tionſneſs ; had not the Natural Worth of the Better 
ſort, and the good Simplicity of the Meaner, in great 
meaſure preſery'd them. For nothing inde*d BFut an 
Extraordinary Temper, and Ingenuity of Spirit, and 
That too aſſiſted by a Diviner Influence, could poſſibly 
reſtrein thoſe within any the Terms, or Laws, or Flu- 
manity, who at the ſame time own the Dottrine of 
their Caſuiſts, or the Authority of the Pope, as it 1s 
by him claim'd, and exercisd. He by his Indul- 
gences delivers Souls out of the Pains of the other 
World; fo that who would refuſe to be Vicious Here, 
upon ſo good Security He, by bs Diſpenſations, 
Annulls Contralts betwixt man and man ; Difſobves 
Othes between Princes, or betwixt Them, and their 
People ; and gives Allowance in Caſes which God, 
and Nature Probibite. FHle _ Clerk of the Spt- 
ritual Market , hath ſet a Rate upon a7 Crimes : 
the more Flnritious they are, and Atominable, the 
Petter Commodities, and men pay only an higher Price, 
as for greater Rarities. So that it ſeems as if, the 
Command of God had been invented merely to Eredt 
an Office for the Pope. The worſe Chriſtians men are, 
the better Cuſtomers ; and This Rome does by the 
fame Policy prople its Church, as the Pagan Rome 
aid its City, by opening a Sanituary to all Malefa- 
Hours wind why not, if his Power be indeed of {uch 
Virtue, and Fxtent, as is by him challeng'd > That 
be is the Ruler over Anzels, Purgatory, and Hell ; 
That His Tribunal, and Gods, 'are all One : That all 
that 
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that God, he can do, Clave non Errante ; and what 

He does, is as God, and not as Man : That he is the 

©niverſal Head of the Church; the Sole Interpre- 

ter of Scripture, and Judge of Controverſie : That 

he is above General Councils : That his Power is Ab- 

ſolute, and his Decrees Infallible: That he canchange 

the very Nature of things ; mating what 1s Tuſt to 
be Vnjuſt, and what is Vice to be Virtue : That all 
Laws are in the Cabinet of his Breaſt : That he can 
Diſpenſe with the New Teſtament, to the great In- 
jury of the Devils : That he is Monarch of this 

IWorld; and that he can diſpoſe of Kingdoms , and 
Empires as he pleaſes. Which things being granted, 

that ſtile of Optimum, Maximum, 6G Supremum 
Numen in Terris, or that of Dominus Deus noſter 
Papa, was no ſuch extraordinary ſtroke of C ourtſhip, 
as we reckon'd : but it was rather a great Clowniſ(h« 
neſs in him that treated ſo mighty a Prince under 
the fimple Title of Vice-Deus. The Exerciſe of his 
Dominion is in all Points ſuitable to this his Pre- 
tence. He Antiquates the Precepts of Chriſt , as 
things only of Good Advice, not Commanded : but 
wakes it a Mortal Sin, even to Doubt of any Part 
of his own Religion; and demands, under pain of 
Damnation, the Subjeition of all Chriſtians to his 
Papal Authority : the denying of tiwo things {o Rea- 
ſonable as Blind Obedience to This Power , and an 
{mplicit Faith to his Dottrine, being the moſt n- 
pardonable Crime, under his Diſpenſation. Fle has 
indoed of late been ſomewhat more Retentive than 
formerly as to his Faculty of Diſpoſmy of Kingdoms, 
the thing not having | hd. well with him 1n 
ſome 
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Some Inſtances ; but he lays the ſame Claim ſtill, 
Continues the ſame Inclination ; and, tho' wvelvet- 
Headed, hath the more Itch to be Puſhing. And 
however in order to any Occaſion he keeps himſelf in 
Breath Always, by Curfing one Prince or another upon 
every Maunday Thurſday. Nor is there any, whe- 
ther Prince, or Nation, that difſents from his Vſur- 
pations, but are mark'd out, under the Notion of He- 
retiques, to Ruine, and Deſtruttion, whenſoever he 
ſhall give the Signal. That word of Hereſie miſap- 
ply'd, hath ſerv d him, for ſo many Ages, to Fuſtifie 
all the Fxecutions, Aſſaſſmations, Wars, Maſſacres, 
and Devaſtations, whereby his Faith hath been Pro- 
pagated ; of which our times alſo have. not wanted 
Fxamples, and more is to be Expedled for the Fu- 
tnre. For by howmuch any thing is more Falſe, and 
Unreaſonable, it requires more Cruelty ta Eſtabliſh 
it : and to Introduce that which is Abſurd , there 
muſt Fe ſomewhat done that is Barbarous. But no- 
thing of any Sett in Religion can Le more recommend 
edbyall theſe Qualities, than the Papacy. The Pa- 
gans are Fxcuſable by their Natural Dartneſs, with- 
out Revelation. The Jews arc Tolrrable who ſee not 
beyond the Old Teſtament. Mahomet was /o Honeſt 
as to own what he would be at, that he himſelf was 
the greateſt Prophet, and that is was a Religion of 
the Sword, So that theſe were all, as I may ſay, of 
another Allegiance; and if Enemies, yet not Trav- 
tours : But the Pope Avowing Chriſtianity Ly Pre- 
feſſion , doth, in Doitrine, and Praitice, Renounce 
it ; and preſuming to be the only Catholiqne , does 
perſocut? thaſe to the Drath who dare Horl IÞ t he Au- 
thour 
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thour of their Religion, inſtead of bis pretended Vices - 
Gerent. 

And yet there is nothing more E vident, notwith- 
flanding hs moſt Notorious Forgeries, and Falffica- 
tron / all Writers, than that the Pope was for ſe+ 
veral hundreds of years an Honeſt Biſhop as other men 
are, and never ſo much as dream'd upon the ſeven 
Hills of that Univerſal Power , which he is now 
come to : Nay, he was the Firſt that Oppos'd any ſuch 
Pretenſion. But ſome of them at laſt, growing wiſer, 
by foyſting a Counterfeit Donation of Conſtantine, 
and wreſting another Donation from our Saviour, ad- 
wanxe'd themſelves in a Weak, Ignorant, and Credu- 
lous Age, to that Temporal, and Spiritual Princi- 
pality, which they are now ſeiz'd of, Tues Petrus, 
& ſuper hanc Petram xdificabo Eccleſiam meam. 
Never was a Biſhoprick and a Verſe of Scripture fo 
Emprov'd by good Menagement. Thus, by Exer- 
ciſing, in Quality of Chriſts Vicar, the Publick Fu 
tion under an Inviſible Prince, the Pope, like the 
Maires of the Palace, hath ſet his Maſter aftde, and 
deliver'd the Government over to a New Line of Papal * 
Succeſhon. But who can, unleſs wilfully, be Inno ant 
what wretched Doings, what Bribery, what Amli- 
bition ther: re 5 How long the Church is without 
an Head upon every Vacancy, till, among the Crew 
of Bandying Cardinals, the Holy Ghoſt hath declar'd 
for a Pope of the French, or Spaniſh Failion. 7t 
is a Succeſſron like that of the Egyptian Ox ( the Li- 
ving Idol of that Country) who Dying, or being 
made away ty the Prieſts, there was a Selemn, and 
General Mourning for want of a Deity ; until in their 
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Conclave they had found out another Beaſt with the 
very ſame Marks as the Former ; whom then they 
themſelves Ador'd, and with great Jubilee brought 
forth to the People to Worſhip. Nor was That Ele- 
ton a grofſer Reproach to Humane Reaſon , than 
This is alſo to Chriſtianity. Surety it is the greateſt 
Miracle of the 'Romiſh Church that it ſhould fil 
Continue, and that in all this time the Gates of Fleas 
wen ſhould not prevail againſt it. 

It is almoſt 7)aconceivable how Princes can yet ſuf- 
fer a Power ſo pernicious, and Dottrine ſo Deſtruttive 
to all Government : That ſo great a Part of the Land 
ſhoulrl be Aljenated, :and-Condemn'd to G they eadl 
it) Pious Uſes, That ſuch Millions of their People, 
as the Clergy, ſboultl, by- remaining Vnmarry d, ti- 
ther Fruſtrate Humane Nature, if they lrve Chaſtly ; 
or, if otherwiſe, Adulterate it : That they ſhould 
be priviledg'd from all Labour, all Publique Service, 
and Exempt from the Pawer of all Secular Furiſdt- 
ton : That they, being all bound, by ſtriit Othes, 
and Vows of Obedience, to the Pope, ſhould evacuate 
the Fealty due to the Severcigy : Nay, that not only 
the Clergy, but their whole People, if of the Romiſh 
Perſwafion ; ſhould be oblig'd to Rebel, at any time, 
«pon the Popes Pleaſure. 
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